Evelyn S. and K.E. Barrett Foundation Awards $50,000 Grant to Maine Seacoast Mission for Youth Programming
 
NORTHEAST HARBOR, ME—Maine Seacoast Mission was recently awarded a $50,000 grant from the Evelyn S. and K.E. Barrett Foundation to support initiatives of the Ed Greaves Education (EdGE) program. EdGE offers collaborative and innovative afterschool, summer, in-school, and leadership programming for more than 985 students in kindergarten through college in Washington County’s Downeast coastal region.
 
EdGE’s five programs provide educational, social, and outdoor experiences to students. EdGE Primary programming serves students in kindergarten through eighth grade across seven elementary schools while EdGE Secondary/Post-Secondary works with seventh through twelfth grade and as well as students attending technical schools, two-, and four-year colleges.
 
Mission President John Zavodny shares, “For more than 20 years, EdGE has been a mainstay of support for students and their families in Washington County. We’ve been working with the Evelyn S. and K.E. Barrett Foundation for several years now and are so grateful for their continued support and belief in this impactful work.” The Foundation supports organizations that work to improve children’s health, safety, and education to create opportunities for their enrichment so that they may live fulfilling lives.
 
Within EdGE Primary, the Afterschool program enhances students’ developmental skills, encourages curiosity, and creates opportunities to engage with local communities. EdGE’s In-school program focuses on the same goals as Afterschool and Mission staff work with students during school hours and through EdGE’s Marion Kane Leadership Program. The EdGE Summer Camp program offers weeklong day camps across three geographic sites where many of the same experiences are available. Children participate in activities ranging from outdoor recreation and sports to technology, cooking, and arts and crafts. Throughout all its programming, EdGE supports food security and healthy eating habits by providing nutritious snacks.
 
EdGE Secondary/Post-Secondary includes Journey and Scholarships programs. Journey is a cohort-based model for seventh through twelfth grade students to opportunity to build personal, career, and post-secondary education aspirations. The program provides individual support, outdoor excursions, immersive experiences, access to professionals, college exploration opportunities, preparation workshops, and help applying for scholarships. To date, the Scholarships program has awarded 3,692 students with a scholarship. Each year, 18 to 25 new Scholars are chosen based on students’ financial need and academic promise.
EdGE Primary Program Director Isaac Marnik says, “This grant will make a tremendous impact on the quality of programming available to children. Our work has a demonstrated track record of student success, and this generous grant will broaden opportunities for students.”
 
Rooted in a history of compassionate service and mutual trust, Maine Seacoast Mission seeks to strengthen coastal and island communities by educating youth, supporting families, and promoting good health. For more information, please visit https://seacoastmission.org/

